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U NISTERS and MESSENGERS 


or THE SEVERAL 


Baptist Churches 


FRE ! 
DRTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Assenibled at NOTTINGHAM, June 3, 4, 5, 1800. 


intaining the important doctrines of three equal persons in the God- 
ernal and personal election; original sin; particular redemption; free 
on by the imputed righteousness of Christ; efficacions grace in rege- 
z the final perseverance of real believers; the resurrection of the 
te future judgement; the eternal happiness of the righteous; and 
g misery of such as die impenitent; with the congregational order 
hurches, inviolably | 1 


Several Churches they represent, or from 20bich they have received Letters: 

at Loicce, Derbyshire; Sutton- Asbfield, and Nettingham, Nottingham- 
Sheepshead, Leicester, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnsby, and Foxton, Leices- 
e; Oakham, Rutland; Spalding, Lincolnshire; Gretton, Clipstone, 
rough, Braunston, Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and 


Northamptonshire; Olney, Buckinghamshirez Thorne, Bedtordshire 
> Albans, Hertfordshire. . 


be to you, and Peace, from God the Father, and from 
| Jesus Christ our Lord. | | 


FED BRETHREN, 


FHROUGH divine goodneſs we met together at the 
| place appointed, and with a good degree of facred 
. The accounts from the Churches, as uſual, were 
ked kind. Some are in a low and diſcouraged ſtate. 
diflolved,* There are ſeveral others, however, which 
ly, encreaſing, and ſpiritual, Two of the churches 
were long deſtitute, have, within the courſe of the 
een happily provided with paſtors. f Many of our 


he church at Burton-upon-Trent. 


the church at Northampton, over which Mr. K EEE Y Was ordained, 


1799; and the church at Thorne, over which Mr. CLaveor= 
ped, Apr, 20. 1800. 8 
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hearts have been not a little revived by the intelligence of} 
reat and gracious work of God amongſt our brethren on the 
other fide of the atlantic,.* May He, with whom is the 
reſidue of the Spirit, extend theſe ſhowers of bleſſings to ou 
churches ! Indeed, by the letters from the churches, we ar 
not without hope that ſome drops have already begun to fal 
upon us, and which we are willing to hope may be an ex: 
neſt of ſtill greater bleflings in reſerve. To this end, we 
earneſtly recommend a ſpirit of cxtraordinary prayer, both » Wl 
the churches and to individuals; and this not only at or Wl 
monthly prayer-meetings, but on other occaſions, Th 
Lord has promiſed: to take _ the heart of ſtone, andy 
give a heart of fleſh; but for this he hath ſaid, He will! 
enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael to do it for them. 


We can truly ſay, brethren, that the welfare of th 
ſeveral churches, with which we ſtand connected, lies ner 
our hearts. While we wiſh to have no dominion over your 
faith, we are ambitious to be helpers of your joy. It is ou 
endeavour, in our annual letters to diſcuſs ſuch ſubjects, z 
may tend to your edification, Our preſent enquiry reſpeds 
TRE QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY TO AN ADMISSI08 
INTO A CHRISTIAN CHURCH: An enquiry of no mil 
importance. To receive additions; to introduce new men- 
bers into your ſocieties is a pleaſing buſineſs: Yet it 61 
buſineſs that requires eminent meaſures of caution and ta- a 
derneſs: Caution, left you be crowded with characters, wid, 
inſtead of being a bleſſing among you, will be the baned 


— 


your ſocieties; yet tenderneſs, leſt contrary to our Los t 
example you break the bruiſed reed, or diſcourage the wel- I 
er part of his ſincere diſciples. You will tremble at t& LF 
idea of deſpiſing the day of ſmall things. Such charadts a 
have a peculiar claim upon your attention, You wil, | f 
therefore, make it your ſtudy to imitate the example of |v ® p 
ſus; who, though he inveighs againſt intruders into dt | A 
ſheep-fold, yet gathers the lambs with his arm, and caris 1 
them in his boſom. 5 | | ; 
He muſt be in a great degree a ftranger in our If, 8 

who is not aware, that many, once large and flouriſhing A 
churches, have fallen into decay. Multitudes have becom cc 
extinct, and not a trace of their former exiſtence can l 12 
found ; while numbers, which are not totally annjhilatch 8 
M. 


* See A Brief Account of the late Revivals, Reprinted by brother Mom 
price 2d, which we with cvery family in our congregations to poſſeſs. 
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mer glory. To inveſtigate the cauſes of their decline, 
ry important undertaking. At preſent we ſhall only obſerve 
| that, in our view, a want of due attention to the character 

of ſuch as they admitted into their communion, was one ſtep 


20 8 | neous principles, or worldly hearts, filled. the churches. of 
_— jcus Chriſt. The holy Spirit was grieved, and withdrew 
his divine influences from ſacred ordinances. The bond of 
| chriſtian, love ceaſed. The intereſts of truth and holineſs 
were diſregarded. The few that remained, whoſe hearts 
were towards the Lord God of Iſrael, hung their harps upon 
| the willows, and mourned in fecret. Their ſocieties gra- 


| written upon them, for their glory is departed. 


1 


The queſtion before us, brethren, may be conſidered in 
himſelf for a connexion with a chriſtian church; or, what 


receiving him. That theſe are diſtinct, you will. eaſily per- 
ceive: The latter is that which more directly claims our 
attention; but a brief deſcription of the former is not foreign 
to our purpoſe, as it will prepare the way for treating the 
latter with advantage. 27 50 


the nature and end of church fellowſhip. A chriſtian church, 
is a ſociety formed for religious purpoſes. Theſe are princi- 
| pally two: "The promotion of the cauſe of Chriſt at large; 


fiſts in the ſpread of truth and holineſs. And while theſe are 
| promoted, glory reſults to God, and happineſs increaſes 
among men, Hence, it is eaſy to obſerve, that theſe intereſts 
will never be ſincerely ſought or ſerved, by thoſe who are 
diſaffected to truth and holineſs ; or, who are deſtitute of love 
| to God and man. Again, another end is the ſpiritual edifi- 
| Cation of individuals. This may be conſidered as conſiſtin 

in progreſs in att, of and faith; in conformity to, an 


| rant and unbelieving, the ungodly and the worldly, for ſuch 

a connection] Looking, brethren, into the New Teſta- 

ment, you find, thaf thoſe who compoſed the churches of 
| A2 | | 


| by which their ruin Was accelerated. Thus men ot erro- 


have ſcarce a apy. remaining, but the wreck of their for- 5 


| would be a very extenſive, but upon a proper occaſion, a ve- 


dually mouldered into ruin. And now, Ichabod may be 


—— 


a twofold view: Either what properly qualifies a perſon in 


are thoſe qualifications which will zi a chriftian church in 


To attend to the former. We begin by remarking | 


and the ſpiritual edification of individuals. The former con- 


| communion with Chriſt. How improper then are the igno> 


Py ” 
”.v% . : 
- * * * 
* 
„ 


Chriſt in the times of the apoſtles, are delineated under yz. 
rious characters, none of which convey an idea of the pri- 
mitive churches being open to ſuch perſons, as would now in 
many communities paſs for viſible chriſtians, -. | 


Thoſe who were added to the churches in theſe times 
were pricted to the heart, gladly received the word, and wert 
baptized. Acts ii. 37, 41. Believers were added to the Lord, 
even multitudes, both of men and women. Acts v. 14. The 
grand principles which they believed were,—that Jeſus was 
the Son of God,—that he died for their ſins according to the 
ſcriptures, and that there was no ſalvation in any other. 
Theſe were termed, The doctrine of the Croſs; and on theſe 
the preachers dwelt: So they preached, and fo chriſtians 
believed. Nor did their belief conſiſt in a mere ſpeculative 
opinion, ſuch as now generally prevails in chriſtian countries, 
that Jeſus was the Meffiah. ie was believing with the heart, 
and believing unto righteousneſs. Again, we find them deſcrib- | 

eld as the ſubjects of ſanctification; as ſaints and faithful; as 
Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling; as thoſe who 
| gave themſelves firſt to the Lord, and then to one another by tht 
will of Ged. 1 Cor. i. 2. Col. i. 2. Heb. iii. 1. 2 Cor. 

viii. 5. e e 
A chriſtian ſociety in a collective view, is ſtiled « fji- 
ritual houſe; a holy prieſthood; a holy temple; a habitation fir 
God, through the Spirit. 1 Pet. ii. 4. Eph. i. 21, 22. Here, 
brethren, you are abundantly. furniſhed with hints of inſtruc- 
tion to guide your enquiries, reſpecting the qualifications of 
ſuch as are proper to be admitted members of your ſocieties. 
You may not be able to keep out all characters of diffe- 
rent deſcriptions, as you cannot know the heart but by pro- 
feſſion and practice: yet none elſe have any right there. The 


1 

Et 

viſible church of Chriſt is confined to thoſe who are, or ap- 7 
pear to be, ſincere chriſtians. 8 ; : 
Such characters anſwer the end of Church Commu: a 
nion. Their hearts being formed after the heart of Chriſt, i 
er are one with him in the great deſign of his mediation, { 
and will of courſe yield him hearty ſervice in promoting his { 
cauſe : but where theſe things are wanting, however men 4 
may be made to ſubſer ve Chriſt's intereſt, they are not his þ 
willing ſervants, and generally prove very injurious © f 
. chriſtian churches. Os & 
The various duties incumbent on the members of! T 
church of Chriſt cannot be properly diſcharged by charadte!s a 
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et any other deſcription than the above. The royal law in 
all the churches of the Redeemer is, Love one another with 
pure hearts fervently. This comprehends the whole. All 


| the various duties you ſhould diſcharge, are but ſo many ex- 
| erciſes of love in different forms. Where this divine prin- 
| ciple reigns, it will naturally dictate that conduct which is 
| becoming, and render the practice of it eaſy, You are ſo- 
lemnly charged to pray for one another, to live in peace, to 
bear one another's burthens, to exhort one another, to edify 
| one another, to be kind one to another, tender hearted, for- 
giving one another, as God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiyen 
you. To be ready to communicate of the good things of this 
| world, in times of neceſſity, according to your ability, and 
| that not grudgingly, or of neceſſity, for God loveth a chear- 
| ful giver. In a word, not to look each upon his own things, 
but every man upon the things of others; and thus to rejoice 
| with them that rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
| Hence it is eaſy to perceive that ſuch, and only ſuch charac- 
| ers, are proper ſubjects for union and fellowſhip in the Goſpel, 
| whoſe hearts are under the influence of divine love: ſuch 
as are men of prayer, of a. peaceable ſpirit, and who will 
follow after the things that make for peace: men of liber- 
| ality, diſpoſed to abound in acts of charity: in a word, men 
of a diſintereſted and public ſpirit : men, who, being in truth 
| members of the body of Chriſt, will have the ſame care one 
for another; and whether one member ſuffer, ſhall ſuffer 
| with it; or one member be honoured, ſhall rejoice with it. 
| But men who are ſtrangers to perſonal religion are not 
only incapable of the proper diſcharge of the duties of a chriſ- 
tian church, but are equally incapable of enjoying its pri- 
F oileges, There are privileges connected with chriſtian 
| fellowſhip calculated to promote your ſpiritual intereſts, and, 
upon this account, are highly prized. No honours or emolu- 
ments of a worldly nature are attached to a name and a place 
in the houſe of God: but honours and advantages, of far 
ſuperior luſtre in your eſteem, have induced you to re- 
jolve, that you will dwell in the houſe of the Lord, all 
the days of your life. Here you behold his beauty, and learn 
his will, Walking in the fellowſhip of the Goſpel, you 
feel you have a particular intereſt in the concerns of the 
church of Chriſt. You unite with your chriſtian brethren 
in the ſervices of the ſanctuary, and take your ſeat with them 
at the table of the Lord, as members of the family of Chriſt, 
ou have a peculiar ſhare in their affections, prayers, and 
chriſtian counſel, Their eyes are upon you tor good, for 


23 - 
als through an hour of advertity, you find your companions 
* the nr and patience of Chriſt,. ready to — your 
pleaſures, or to participate your. pains., And when, they are 
in ſimilar circumſtances, you reckon it not the leaſt of your 
ivilgges, to return, ſimilar acts of love and friendikip, 
Valking in communion with the ſaints as your brethren, 
our love to them, and your. likeneſs to Jeſus your elder 
other, increaſe. T hus growing in grace, and in the knoy- 
ledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, you are gradually.meetene 
tor that period, When you ſhall join the general aflembly, 
and church of the firft-born on high. But who except thoſe 
who are born from above, who have taſted that the Lord is 
gracious, who are tranſlated from under the power of dark- 
nels into the kingdom of God's dear Son, who have arelih 
formed within, which is ſpiritual and diyine, will diſcera 
beauty, or taſte a ſweetneſs in priyileges of ſuch. a nature? 
Let us ſum up the whole in a few words. Thoſe who 
are proper characters to be received into communion with a 
chriſtian church, ſhould be ſpiritual men; men whoſe minds 
harmonize with the deſign of Chrift in the conſtitution ofa 
chriſtian church; men diſpoſed: to ſeek the good of the nter- 
eſt of Chriſt in general, and of that ſociety to which they 
unite in particular; men devoted to God; men who hold 
fait the form of found words; and who in their ſpirit and 
walk, adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. + 
We come now, Secondly, to conſider the queſtion in ano- 
ther view, namely, I hat are thoſe qualifications in a Candidate 
for communion with a chriftian church, which will juftify that 
church in receiving him? And here we may obſerve that though, 


according to the above ſtatement, rea! gealineſs be abſolutely 


neceſſary to entitle any perſon to claim admiſſion; yet the 
want of it may not in all cafes warrant a church in refuſing 
it. If indeed the want of real religion were evident, it wou 

be otherwiſe ; but as we have no means of judging of the 
fincerity of men's hearts, but by their words and actions, 
it is on theſe grounds that we mutt proceed. The terms of 
chriſtian communion are not what a perfon is in the ſight of 
God, but that which he is viſibly or apparently to men: lt 
is @ credible profeſſion of chriſtianity ; or ſuch a profeſion 5 
in regard to the things profeſſed, and the manner of profefing 
them, appears in a judgment of charity to be truly chriſtian 
We will now only attempt a few particulars which we if: 

prehend ſuch a profeſſion to include. hs 


your ſpritual good. Do you enjoy a ſeaſon of proſpe ity, or 
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- Firſt, The thing profeſſed muſt be chriſtianity, chriſtine 
W nity pure and perſonal. Of the purity” of the things profeſſed 

it is undoubtedly your province to judge; not as meaſuring 
| it by your on ideas and experiences, for that were meaſuring 
| yourſelves by yourſelves, und comparmg ty pray among younſelurs, 


7 


but by the oracles of God. The ſum of that which the 
| apoſtles teſtified was, Repentance towitrds God, and Faith to- 
| dered as the ſum of chriſtianity, and the grand. object af 
F e beg ron 
Whatever allowance ought to be made for different 
| modes of expreſſion, and however far a candidate ought to be 
| indulged in expreſſing his faith in his o.]n words, —If What 
he avows appear to you to deviate in any important points 
from the faith of Jeſus, you ought not to accept him. The 
church of Pergamos was reproved for having thoſe amongſt 
chem who held antichriſtian doctrine. Some churches have 
_ judgcd it expedient to expreſs their leading principles in 
| writing, and to require the concurrence of the candidate in 
| thoſe articles of chriſtian faith. We have no particular ob- 
| jection to ſuch forms, provided they be drawn up with bre» 
| vity and ſcriptural ſimplicity, and be open to future correo 
| tion as the ſentiments of the church with regard to what is 
the true ſcripture doctrine may require; but if drawn up on 
other principles, they are in danger of becoming a ſnare to 
tender conſciences, and a bar to ſerious enquiry. The thing 
for which we contend is this, That every chriſtian church has 
| 2 right, and a right which they are bound to exerciſe, ts 
judge whether the profeſſion made by a candidate for com- 
munion include the truth as it is in Jeſuu s. 
The object profeſſed muſt not only be pure but perſonal 
chriſtianity. Some have ſuppoſed that to be a member of the 

vifible church of Chriſt, and ſo entitled to a participation of 

its privileges, nothing more is neceſſary than a general pro- 

feſſion of the chriſtian religion, in oppoſition ro.heatheniſm, 

Judaiſm, or deiſm, accompanied with a decent out ward de- 
portment; and that perſons making ſuch a profeſſion may 

come to chriſtian ordinances with a good conſcience, though 

at the ſame time they make no pretence to real piety, and 

are even conſcious that they are. ſtrangers to it. For a com- 

pleat refutation of this notion we refer you to Preſident 
Edwards on «Phe Qualifications for full Communion in the 
Vilible Church.“ That great writer has ably proved that 
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nothing deſerves the name of a chriſtian profeſſion where thy 
thing proſeſſed is not genuine perſonal chriſtianity. e 
Many who are averſe to congregational church-goven 
ment have objected to the practice of our churches; in re 
_ eptiring from a candidate for communion an account of hi 
weligious experience. ' We do not wiſh to contend about 


words. Let them call it if they pleaſe, a profeſſion of chrifh 
enity. If we allow every perſon to make that profeſſion in 
his own words, and to tell his own tale reſpecting means, 
occaſions, and other circumſtances, it is that the true ſenti 
ments of his heart may be expreſled. And we are free ty 
acknowledge that it is not on the manner in which he has bee 
brought to believe in Chriſt for the ſalvation of his ſoul tht 
wee ought to lay any ſtreſs, but on a declaration of the thy 
ſelf. If the relation which a candidate gi ves of his relig. 
ous exerciſes include a credible profeſſion of repentance tv 
wards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be i 
ever ſo brief, we ought to be ſatisfied: but if this be want 
ing, be it ever ſo circumſtantial, we ought not. 
Some churches on the congregational plan ſeem'to dif. 
penſe with an account being given of the change of the 
heart, and to content themſelves with requiring an acknoy- 
ledgment of a belief of the general drfirines of chriſtianity; 
bat a profeſſion of repentance towards God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, includes not merely what are our ides 
of general doctrines, but a declaration that we do repent / 
OUR fins, and believe in Feſus alone for the ſalvation of o ſul 
We hope our churches will never diſpenſe with a profeſſion, 
in whatever mode that profeſſion is made, of perſonal exper- 
mental religion as a term of communion. Should this ever * 
the caſe, you may retain the forms of godlineſs, but will ſoot 
be deſtitute of the power of it. The confeſſions made by die 
primitive converts did not ſo much relate to what Adam hai 
done, or to any other general doctrine, as to what hey then- wn 
ſelves had done, their forrow on account of it, and their i WR 
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in Jeſus for deliverance from it. 
Secondly, It is neceſſary to the credibility of a profe 

ſion, that there be a declare ewillingneſs to yiel obedience tt al 
the commandments of Jeſus Chriſt. He with whom we ht 
to do is a Prince as well as a Saviour; and that profeſio! 
cannot claim to be treated as fincere which does not boV 
with unlimited ſubjection to his authority. Chriſt hath all 
power in heaven and carth, and has declared the terms 


rr _— 


Py "03. pos 


15s Jiſcipleſhip to be, That we deny ourſelves, take up the 
trols, A * him. He hath alſe required thoſe who 
tepent of their fins to be baptized in his name, and to obſerve 
il things whatſoever he hath commanded them. We ought, 
0 doubt to beware of making laws where Chriſt hath not. 
Made them; but if any man heſitate to comply with what. 
Whe Lord hath müßen required, whatever may be thought 

pf his piety in other reſpects, we cannot conſiſtently treat him 
as a member of the viſible church of Chriſt, as herein in a 
great degree conſiſts the viſibility of chriſtianity. yy. 


| Thirdly, It is neceſſary to the credibility of a profeſſion, 
that the ſpirit or manner in which it is made comport with 
what is profeſſed, and as far as time and opportunity have 
been afforded, that the conduct of the party be alſo conſiſtent 
with it. Penitence and impenitence has each its language, 
and manner of expreſſion. With all due allowance for the 
different tempers and conſtitutions of men, no one can rea- 
ſonably deny that a profeſſion of repentance might be made 
with ſuch a levity of ſpirit as would manifeſtly give it the 
le. The proud ſpirit of the Phariſees and Sadducees,. who 
cd themſelves in being Abraham's ſeed, and who, when 
—_— ty me to the baptiſm of John, ſeemed to have given them- 
ſelves airs of conſequence on this account, appears to have 
been the main thing that rendered their profeſſion of religion 
ſuſpicious. O generation of wipers, ſaid the baptiſt, who Fath 
warned vo to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth FRUIT 
IMEET FOR REPENTANCE andthink not to ſay within yourſelves 
awe have Abraham for our father, If Simon Magus had diſ- 
covered the ſame ſpirit previous to his being baptized, which 
the did ſhortly after it, we apprehend Peter would not have 


admitted him to that ordinance, nor ta communion with 
[the church, 


Many of thoſe who propoſe themſelves for memberſhip 
with our churches are of ſome flanding in religious profeſſun 3 
and in theſe caſes an enquiry ought no doubt to be.made, 
whether their converſation has been, and continues to be 
conſiſtent with it. And even thoſe whoſe repentance may 

be very recent, if it be genuine, ſome fruits of it will be 
apparent. We might have ſuppoſed that the dying thief, _ 
though he might repent and believe the goſpel, yet would 
have been incapable of proving it in ſo ſhort a time, and un- 

der ſuch unfavourable circumſtances : but perhaps a more 
| credible profeſſion was never made, nor fruits meet for re- 


| Pentance brought forth in greater fulneſs, His hands and 
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a 
his feet were nailed to the croſs, he could do nothing ther- 
fore with them. He could not deny himpelf,' for ſelf gratiiv 
cation was beyond his reach: neither could he take 15 ih 
eroſs' for Chritt, for he was already ſubjected to it for his 
on crimes: nor eould he follow the Lord Jeſus in his or. 
dinances, or through a ſeries of perſecutions and afflictions. 
In ſhort, he had nothing left unbound but his heart and his 
tongue; with one of which he believed unto righteouſnek, 
and with the other made confeſſion unto ſalvation. Hers 
buked his fellow thief, condemned himſelf, juſtified the Sari. 
our, owned bim as the Lord Meſſiah, and implored to be 
remembered by him when he ſhould come into his kingdom, 
Finally, Whatever characters the Scripture teaches: 
cehriſtian church to exclude, it teaches them by implication 
not to accept; and whatever furniſhes ground for adimnitim 
in a member of a church, muſt furniſh at leaſt equal ground 
for ſuſpenſion in a candidate. We need not point out what 
thoſe things are, as our letter of laſt year was devoted to 
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that enquiry. * . = 
Me hope, dear brethren, theſe few directions will bv 
found to accord with the Holy Scriptures ; and that you wil, Wi 
be concerned more and more to conform to their diQates, 
Such a conduct will be followed with a train of happy con- 
fequences. Acting in this manner, you will demonſtrate your 
5 for the credit _ honor of the cauſe of 8 and. 
in ſome degree, the purity and comfort of your ſe- 
ſpective rags hy of ſhould 26 after all, find e 
experience, that in ſome inſtances you have been deceivet) 
and be reduced to the diſtreſſing neceſſity of excluding ſome, 
whom you once embraced with pleaſure, you will, even x 
laſt, have this for your rejoicing, the teſtimony of your c, Wl 
ſciences, that in all you did, you made the divine word you Wl 
rule, and the divine honor your end. = 
And now, dear brethren, we muſt cloſe this anni 
addreſs. While we are deſirous to be helpers of your jo}, 
we intreat, that you would ſo walk and act, that you n 
be our joy and crown, Study the peace of thoſe ſocicti5 
to which you reſpectively belong. Exerciſe ſelf-denial, tit 
by love, ye may ſerve one another. Look not every min 
on his own things, but every man on the things of others 
Perhaps the apoſtle never felt more pungent griet than whe " 
he uttered that lamentation, All ſeek their own, not © nl 
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things which are Jeſus Chriſt's. Fill up your places wi 
ſteadineſs in the houſe of God. Be diligent in attending 
church meetings, and regular in taking your ſeat at the 
table of the Lord. The omiſſions of ſome in theſe matters, 
ill agrees with their ſolemn vows, and ſacred engagements 
to one another, and to Chriſt, Beware of having your at- 
[tention inordinately taken up with the events of time, live 
a life of faith upon the wiſdom and the power, the truth and 
the goodneſs of your God. Remember that the reins of 
[univerſal government are in the hands of Jeſus. His throne 
is firm: His plan is in full view. His crown is ſecure on 
his head. Whatever changes may affect earthly empires, 
you belong to a kingdom that cannot be moved. Mind your 
| generation work. Seek the ſpread of truth and holineſs. 
This is the work to which you. are called. No others inte- 
reſts, comparatively, are worth a thought. Recollect you 
are ſtrangers and pilgrims here below. Heaven is your 
eternal home. Gird up the loins of your mind, be ſober, and 
hope to the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto you, 
at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. Live to God, and be 
happy. In a word, beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 


oY as you know that your labour is not in vain in the 


a N 1 
e 
_— ro 


.S 
* by 
8 


. — 
wp 
i 


: l 8 5 4 85 oe a 3 * 
Ws = g = 0d r a 
OE CR nne een e 
Te, ee (OR OT 88 2 * . . 
20 * a = TH? 1 


| Signed by | 

Richard Hopper, Moderator. 
APPL. | | 1 

| BREVIATES. 

Tuorspax Evening VI. After singing, Mr. Hopper engaged 

in prayer, and was chosen Moderator. Letters from the Churches 

were read; minutes taken of their contents; and after singing, 

Mr. Churchill concluded in prayer. c 

| WepxxsDay Morning VI. Met for prayer: brethren 

Burton, Newell of Derby, Jarman, Fletcher, Claypool, Keely, and 

nous, were engaged in this service. 

„ Halfpast X. Assembled for public worship. Mr, 

re prayed; Mr. Blundel preached from Heb. I. 14. Are they 

prot all mintistering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who hall 

be heirs of salvation ? And after singing, he concluded in prayer. 

| —— Halfpast II. The congregation being rather 

a in the morning, at the kind offer of Rev. Mr. Alliott. 

ſb worship was carried ou iy his Meeting-house in the afternoon. 
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| Nee: Mille prayed : Ar. Sutcliff preached from 1 Cot u * 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ted fast, unmovrubie alu 
ebounding in the wo 44 wy Lord: for as much as e lnauthyl 
your labour is not in in the Lord.—The deri wa 
with prayer by Mr. Sutcliff. | _ 
WxrDNESsDax Evening VI. Mr. crap began in paying 
Mr. Fuller preached, and after singing, concluded in prayer 
text was Ephes. v. 25, 26, 27. — Christ also 
church, and gave himself for it: {hat he might sanctify and ele 
it with the washing of water by the word, that he might I 
to hamself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or ouyaiti 
thing ; but that it should be holy and without blemish.— After 4 
worship, the Circular Letter, drawn up by brother „ 
read, and ordered to be printed. Ns, 2280 of 


lia THURSDAY. Morning VII. Mr. Nichals 3 


sters related their experience; and Mr. E. concluded 
2 5 services with prayer. 1 

The Ministers and Messengers — „ the can 
of the Associntion were then adjusted, and after N v.98 
Moderator, the meeting was dissolved. SS 179; io #4 


I The next Association to be held at Om on 1 
day and Wednesday AFTER I hitsun-week, Mr. Eoans and 
uller to preach. Mr. Morris to draw up tlie gere 
tter, —— A peru to christiun fel | 
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